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9 Dear friends,

We are now beginning to enjoy longer clear nights and slightly warmer days, a

f sure sign that spring has arrived. No wonder people look happier (some even
manage to smile)
As Christians we have much more to be joyful about. Our Lord has risen. He has conquered death.
Good has overcome evil. We have every reason to rejoice.
Before doing so we should remember Christ's journey to the cross. The pain, the humiliation and
the unfairness of it all. Yet Jesus went to the cross without complaint, maintaining a quiet dignity.
Why? Because He wanted to bring us back to God. He wanted to suffer so that our salvation would
be secured.
Yes, Jesus loves us so much. We are not worthy of such love but we are God's children and He
will always care for us.

As we go about our daily lives doing very ordinary things let us show the love and strength of
Jesus through our words and actions. A kind word and a helping hand could help someone to
discover the love of our Lord.

During this unsettling and discouraging time when we don't know what is happening in the Church,
please remember that God knows exactly what He is doing. God will be with us during this journey
and when we feel tired and despondent He will carry us through.

During the summer may you know God's richest blessings,

Katie

FORTHCOMING COMMUNION SERVICES

The main quarterly celebration of the sacrament of communion will take
place during our service the date of the next communion is to be
.;’/iw‘ o confirmed.
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Lord’s Suppcr While all are welcome to attend any of our services, a special invitation
is extended to anyone wishing to attend our communion services.



The STATED ANNUAL MEETING of the Congregation of RUTHERGLEN OLD PARISH CHURCH
was held on Sunday 29th March 2026, immediately following the morning service.

Katie Morrison Locum opened the Meeting with prayer.

The Notice calling the Meeting, which had been intimated on Sundays,15th March and
22nd March 2026 and signed by Katie Morrison Locum and the Clerk, was taken as read.

Minutes of the Stated Annual Meeting held on 23rd March 2025, and printed in the May 2025
edition of the Church Newsletter were taken as read and on the motion of Edith Duncan and
seconded by Janet MacDonald were approved and signed.

The Treasurer’s Report

“As usual, | will keep this as brief as possible this morning, and assume you are familiar with the
format by now. As well as the full version of our OSCR Accounts, you also have the single sheet
summary and, on the reverse of that, the budget for 2026. The single sheet is simply a user-
friendly summary of the Accounts.

Whether you look at the OSCR version of the accounts, or at the single sheet, the bottom line is
the same. Once again, it is either good news or bad, depending on whether you are a glass half-
full or a glass half-empty person. Our General Fund finished the year with a deficit of £3,269.
Obviously, in an ideal world, we would prefer to balance our books or, indeed, finish with a surplus,
and we did do that for many years prior to 2021. However, this is the second year in a row that we
have reduced our deficit. In 2024, it was £7,579, so things are moving in the right direction, in spite
of very uncertain times.

| remind you at this point that the £3,269 does not include Fabric Income and Expenditure, which |
will deal with separately.

If we look at Income first, which increased overall by just under £1,343. However, this does not tell
the whole story.

Open Plate increased by £153, which follows an increase of £719 the previous year, so that is
actually quite significant. Total WFO increased by £1,352: Gift Aided donations rose by £2,500,
while Non Gift Aided donations fell by £1,146.

Donations fell by almost £1,164. At this point, I'd like to express our thanks, in particular, to the
Coffee Morning, the Guild, the Carpet Bowlers, the Scrabblers & Gathered Voices for their
donations of £2,500, £300, £500, £100 & £350 respectively.

Can | just take a moment here to mention EasyFundraising? | don't think I've mentioned it for a
couple of years. This year we received a donation of £86 from it. It may not seem much, but that is
just a faithful 4 or 5 of us plugging away at it. It is often just a few pennies per transaction,
although somethings like car or home insurance are more lucrative, but it does add up. Seriously,
if you do any online purchasing at all, please see me about how you go about setting it up. Itis
very straightforward, and costs nothing!

Ok, now to get back on track. Gift Aid, i.e. the refunded tax received from HMRC decreased by
£375. You may wonder why this decreased when Gift Aided WFO increased, so | think it is
worthwhile reminding you at this point that, as well as claiming tax back on the Gift Aided WFO
donations, we are also able to claim the tax on any anonymous donations of £30 and under
through the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme, or GASDS for short. This covers most offerings
given by WFO envelopes, which are not already Gift Aided, and donations by Open Plate. It also
covers such things as donations in the Flower Fund box, donations at the Thursday Cafe and, of
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course, any other small incidental donations that come our way.

Use of Premises income increased by almost £2,000, part of this thanks to the Session House
being hired out on a couple of occasions to outside agencies requiring a meeting space. Hopefully,
word will spread, and we will get more of this type of Room Hire.

Unfortunately, interest was down this year by £608, due in part, to our once again having had to
dip into our Reserves following the 2024 deficit, but also due to the downward trend in interest
rates during 2025.

And now Expenditure.
Total Expenditure decreased by just under £3,000.

Giving to Grow was much the same, but Presbytery dues almost halved with a decrease of £1,636

The increase in Staffing costs, although it does include annual salary increases, is slightly
exaggerated because of a payment of £700 Pulpit Relief costs received in 2024, which actually
related to 2023. This meant our, 2024 Staffing Costs appeared to be less than they were.

Against the trend of rising energy costs, our Heating and Lighting expenditure decreased yet again,
this year, by over £1,300. | appreciate that not everyone is in favour of our using the Greenhill Hall
for some of our services during the winter months, although some do actually appreciate the
intimacy of it. However, it is perhaps worth noting, that for the period 15/1/25 -12/2/25, when our
services were held in the Greenhill Hall, our gas bill was £745.48. Compare that to £1,455.15 for
the period 16/12/25 — 15/1/26, when most of our services were held in the Sanctuary. Granted the
latter would have included an extra service on Christmas Eve, but | think it does still illustrate the
financial benefit of having the services in the Greenhill Hall in the early months of the year. Ideally,
we would love to worship in the Sanctuary every week but, unless we have a sudden influx of
funds, we have to be realistic and do what we can to reduce our costs.

After an expensive year in 2024, the decrease of over £1,800 in Repairs & Maintenance is very
welcome. The increase of £430, under Other Buildings, is due to rises in Insurance and Council
Tax, and there is a small decrease of £151 in Other Costs.

And so, excluding Fabric, with total income of £66,342 and total expenditure of £69,611, we have
finished the year with a deficit of £3,269. It is, of course, still disappointing that we have not at
least managed to break even, but it is certainly yet another step in the right direction.

A few words on Fabric Fund.

As you can see, the Fabric Fund incurred a deficit of £2,377 during the year. Income included
donations totalling £1,275 from the Thursday Cafe, which is really quite remarkable. You may
remember we received legacies totalling £7,000 in 2024 which, as is our tradition, we put to our
Fabric Fund. You can see from the closing balance in the Fabric Fund just how invaluable those
legacies have proved to be.

As far as Expenditure was concerned, gutters were repaired and cleaned here at the church, and
repairs were carried out on the Manse roof. Work was also carried out on the water heater in the
downstairs kitchen, on the emergency lights in the church and on a drain at the Manse.

As | say each year, | hope that we have seen the last of the major expenditure on Fabric and, to a
certain extent, there was nothing major this year. The most expensive repair was the church
gutters but, as you will appreciate, it is the work involved in getting to that height that makes it
costly, rather than the nature of the repair itself. So, again as | say each year, | think we can be
fairly certain that both the church and the manse are in sound condition, and | am not sure that
many congregations will have that peace of mind.



There is no doubt we have a difficult year ahead. We are all aware of the situation regarding our
future in this building. However, to add to that, financially, we also have challenging times ahead.
You will see from the budget for 2026, our Giving to Grow contribution has increased by over
£4,500, despite the fact that we don't have a Minister. In fact, the only savings we will make on our
not having a Minister are, hopefully, the Council Tax for the Manse (awaiting confirmed by South
Lanarkshire Council) and car allowance. However, while the Manse is unoccupied, we are
responsible for keeping a level of heating in it to avoid any risk of dampness. To make matters
worse, we are not being given any allowance towards the cost of a Locum, or even Pulpit Relief. If
a congregation cannot afford to cover these costs themselves, the Church of Scotland is expecting
this work to be done on a voluntary basis. Yet again, we are so grateful and blessed to have Katie.
One has to believe that God was at work when, back in 2021, she agreed to stay with us. It is not
known where we would have been without her over the past four and a bit years’ Once again, she
has stepped up to the mark, and will conduct our worship for the foreseeable future.

Yet again, | am sorry this is not the report you would have wanted to hear, but | want to remind you
that, in two years, we have gone from a deficit of £18,255 to one of £3,269. Considering the
challenges we have faced and continue to face, this is no mean feat, and again, | acknowledge the
generosity of those of you who have reviewed their offerings in the last couple of years. | am aware
that times continue to be difficult for many, and | don't find it easy to say this, but | ask those of you
who have not reviewed your offerings in recent years to consider doing so. “It is not too late.”

The single sheet and budget sheet presented at the meeting are attached for your information. If
you wish a full copy of the OSCAR report you can contact the Treasurer.

Appointment of Office Bearers

Eight members of the Board due to retire but eligible for re-election are Mrs Irene Campbell,

Ms Elizabeth Cunningham Mrs Kirsteen Dunn, Mr Jim Greig Mrs Janet Keenan, Mrs Karen Morris
and Mrs Sandra Stevens they are all willing to be re-elected for a period of 3yrs but in light of the
proposed union they will be elected for 1 year.

On the proposal of Robin Stewart and seconded by Hugh Millar. Mrs Irene Campbell,

Ms Elizabeth Cunningham, Mrs Kirsteen Dunn, Mr Jim Greig, Mrs Janet Keenan, Mrs Karen Morris
and Mrs Sandra Stevens were re-elected to serve on the Board for another year.

There remains, three vacancies to give us a full complement of Board members if anyone would
like to join the board, they will be most welcome. The Board were given permission to co-opt
members during the year.

AOCB

The Clerk informed the meeting that the Manse had now been vacated. Presbytery Property
Committee will arrange to undertake a Manse Inspection in the near future.

Vote of Thanks

As is customary at the end of the Stated Annual Meeting, a Vote of Thanks is proposed, this was
undertaken by Dr Janet MacDonald our Session Clerk.

Janet opened by saying this has been a year of uncertainty and change. In December we said
farewell to our minister, and we are very grateful to our locum, Katie Morrison, for once again
picking up the reins and keeping the life of the congregation running smoothly. Katie’s sermons are
always thought-provoking and remind us that God will show us the way forward. We have been
fortunate in having Paul Cathcart (Deacon) as our Interim Moderator over the last few months,
giving us the benefit of his insight and advice.

Janet continued to thank everyone involved in the life and work of the Old Parish for their support
and commitment to the various organisation and activities.

This being all the business, Katie Morrison closed the meeting with prayer.

Alison G Bennet Clerk to the Congregational Board



RUTHERGLEN OLD PARISH CHURCH

GENERAL FUND BUDGET (incl. FABRIC)

Donations

WEFO (non Gift Aid)

WFO Gift Aid

Tax recovered on Gift Aid Donations
Ordinary Offerings ( Open Plate)

Other offerings , Donations, etc. (incl. Fabric)
Use of Premises

Interest

Total Ordinary General Income

Payments

Envelopes

Giving to Grow
Presbytery Dues
Minister's Expenses
Pulpit Supply

Other Staffing Costs
Repairs & Maintenance
Other Building Costs
Church Office Expenses
Organ & Music

Other costs

General Fund Surplus/(Deficit) for the year

Budget

2026
£

£3,800
£40,000
£11,350
£2,350
£6,660
£4,600
£2,500

£71,260

£100
£37,830
£1,645
£0
£1,000
£12,550
£5,000
£20,030
£550
£700
£600

£80,005

-£8,745

Actual
2025
£

£3,604
£38,074
£10,806
£2,212
£7,519
£4,315
£2,341

£68,871

£99
£33,283
£1,567
£996
£500
£12,114
£5,633
£19,030
£86
£669
£540

£74,517

£5,646



World Mission News

WM

Workers abroad, representing the
Church of Scotland, face difficult times,
particularly those near, or in, the war
torn countries.  May they find solace
in our Lord, and know that we pray for
their health and safety in whatever
situation they find themselves.

We also remember Anne Davidson, our
partner in Zambia, working with street
children, giving them a place of safety
in the daytime. May her health and
strength continue.

Marjory Greig
WMCONTACT

The Guild finished another interesting and
enjoyable session with an afternoon tea.

The committee has already held a planning
meeting to prepare for next session. Once
again Marjory has the task of corresponding
with possible speakers in the hope they will be
willing to come to one of our meetings.

We intend to begin meeting again on Thursday
1st October and fortnightly thereafter.
Everyone is welcome to come along to enjoy
the talks, the company and a cuppa.

Margaret Alexander

SCOTTISH BIBLE SOCIETY

SBS continues to work in Scotland to
develop projects, products, and events to
raise the profile of the Bible. The
members partner with Global Bible
Societies so that all people can have the
Bible in a language they understand, a
form they can access, and at an
affordable price, to aid genuine
encounters with God.

SBS Contact

Marjory Greig

Thursday Cafe

The Church is open to the public from noon
till 2pm each Thursday come along and join
us for a coffee, all welcome! Tea, coffee and
biscuits are available for a small donation.
Feel free to bring your own packed lunch.

The church will also be open at this time for
a quiet visit or meditation.

We are operating a rota of volunteers,
looking ahead we need a few more
volunteers to join the rota. This is a very
simple duty of making tea, coffee and
washing up afterwards. (No qualifications
required !!) Generally, no more than once
per month depending on the number of
volunteers.

If you are able to help, please contact Alison
Bennet 647 4415.



Monthly Coffee Morning

Scrabble Group

&

Thank you to everyone who has been coming along on the
second Saturday of the month. We'd be lost without you.
It makes all the baking and preparations worthwhile.

Our Scrabble Group enjoyed
meeting on Wednesday
afternoons to play a few Scrabble
Games and enjoy chat and, of
course, tea and biscuits.

We were happy to host an Easter Lunch, after the service,
and were joined by most of the congregation.  Again,
thank you to everyone who helped make it a most enjoyable
occasion.

We held a Vintage Games and Afternoon Tea on 24" April
and enjoyed a fun afternoon, with lots to eat...... food plays a
big part in this article! One participant, aged 76, won her
first ever game of Snakes and Ladders...... Guinness
Records?

We have finished for our Summer
break, but will continue to meet
from October onwards. We shall
be happy to have new folks join
us then.

Look forward to seeing you over the coming Summer

months. The Scrabblers

Hoping for sunny days ahead for everyone.

The Coffee Crew |
ALISON, CAROLINE, MARJORY & SANDRA

Christian Aid

Our recent Quiz was a big success, with excess of £1,000 being raised for our Charity. Thank you to
everyone who supported us in any way. The money raised has been sent off, and will probably
already be helping less fortunate folks abroad to gain some dignity. Planting crops and having a few
hens or goats, and even worms, can make all the difference to their way of life, giving them
independence and pride.

Christian Aid Week this year is on 10" — 16" May and envelopes will, as usual, be available in church,
should you wish to help in this way. Online contributions are also welcome.

Some members of our congregation will be taking part in the “150km in May” challenge with
Rutherglen Churches Together. We wish them every success!

Sponsorship forms will be available in the vestibule throughout May, or again Online contributions are
welcome

We do appreciate the continuing support from our congregation.

CA Committee
Jean & Marjory



Flower Fund Donor List
May - August 2026

Thanks to the small team of ladies who take time to arrange the flowers each week. We would
benefit from a few extra pairs of hands. It is not difficult, | am sure there are many of you who
arrange your vases of flowers at home. If you can help please speak to any of the ladies Margaret
Alexander, Marjory Greig or Jan Keenan.

We are grateful to Jean Caldwell who arranges the distribution of the flowers which have been
displayed in the Sanctuary. Thanks also to those who will deliver the flowers.

If you know of anyone who would benefit receiving the church flowers then please speak with
Jean.

If you wish to make a donation to the Flower Fund this can be placed in the “Flower Boxes” located
at the entrance to the church on a Sunday.

There are a number of people who contribute to the fund to commemorate a special date.
If you require further information, please contact Alison Bennet 647-4415

February - May 2026 Flower Donor & Delivery List

Donor Driver/Deliverer
May 03/05/25 Mrs A Louden Miss A Bennet Mrs M Robinson
10/05/25 Mrs S Stevens Mrs A Brown
17/05/25 Mrs J Keenan
24/05/25 Mrs | Campbell Mrs P Cumming
31/05/26 Miss | Kay
June 07/06/26 Mrs J Caldwell
14/06/26 Miss M&M Dobbin
21/06/26 Miss A Bennet Mrs M Robinson
28/06/26 Mrs A Brown
July 05/07/26 Mrs J Keenan Mrs J Keenan
12/07/26 Mrs | Campbell Mrs P Cumming
19/07/26 Mrs E McWhinnie Miss | Kay
26/07/26 Dr Janet MacDonald Mrs J Caldwell
August 02/08/25 Mrs A Louden Miss M&M Dobbin
09/08/25 Mr G Calllaghan Miss A Bennet Mrs M Robinson
16/08/25 The Hamill Family Mrs A Brown
23/08/25 Mrs A Louden Mrs J Keenan
30/08/26 Miss A Millar Mrs | Campbell Mrs P Cumming




QU‘Z Bible Sudoku

. .2 1. Firstly you will need to write in your ‘starter’ numbers. This is done by using the clues

below, and A — | and 1 — 9 co-ordinates on the top and side of the grid. F5 has been done
for you already.

2. Once the starter numbers are in place, complete the Sudoku as usual, remembering that
each row, column and square is filled out with numbers 1 — 9 without repeating any
numbers in the row, column or square.

3. The bible references are given but try and work out without looking up in your bible.

A B CDEF G H I

1
2
3
4
5 2
6
7
8
9
For D1, G2, B3, 14, H7, F8:
Josiah was ____ years old when he became king. (2 Kings 22:1)
For F5, A7:
The 10 commandments were written on _____ tablets of stone. (Deuteronomy 9:11)

For H2, D5, B6, ES8:

Og, king of Bashan, had a bed which was cubits long. (Deuteronomy 3:11)
For A4, 18:

The number of times Paul was whipped with 39 lashes. (2 Corinthians 11:24)

For E2, C4, G5, D6, F8:

The age of Joash when he began to reign over the kingdom of Judah. (2 Chronicles 24:1)
For C2, H4, G8

The number of languages spoken before the building of the tower of Babel. (Genesis 11:1)
For B2, F3, A6, C8:

Lazarus was dead for days before Jesus raised him from the dead. (John 11:17)

For G1, D2, 16, H8, C9:

Noah had sons (Genesis 6:10)
For A2, I3, F4, C5, G6, D7, B8:

The number of days it took God to create heaven, earth and all in them. (Exodus 20:11)

Good Luck Gordon Spence



Easter Sunday Lunch

After our Easter Sunday service, we shared a lovely lunch together, with plenty of
good food and great company.

A big thank you to everyone who helped organise, prepare, and serve, as always it
is really appreciated.

Games and Vintage Afternoon Tea

Our recent Vintage Games and Afternoon Tea in the church was a
wonderful afternoon of friendly competition and good food. The hall was
filled with chat and laughter, and it was lovely to see everyone enjoying
time together.

Rrl eyt Once again thanks to all who helped set up, serve, and especially to our
Il Ticket £3 Ny bakers!

February newsletter ‘Dingbats’ answers,

Number | Answer Number | Answer
1 Burning Bush 7 Good News
2 Noah's Ark 8 Pride goes before a fall
3 The Tree of Life 9 The parting of the Red Sea
4 The Lost Sheep 10 The Ten Commandments
5 Coat of Many Colours 11 The Last Supper
6 The Sermon on the Mount 12 Forbidden Fruit
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Jan 4
11
18
25
31

Feb 1

RWW 15
22
28

Mar 1

15
22
29
31

CONGREGATIONAL GIVING

WFO Open Plate  Other Income  Fabric Total
£115.00 £5.00 £120.00
£108.00 £28.00 £136.00
£303.00 £25.10 £328.10
£125.00 £26.10 £151.10
£2,827.00 £3,343.11 £250.00 £6,420.11
£189.00 £30.00 £219.00
£368.00 £38.20 £406.20
£0.00
£266.00 £40.00 £306.00
£2,297.00 £401.08 £2,698.08
£436.00 £10.00 £20.00 £466.00
£214.00 £14.50 £265.00 £493.50
£145.00 £57.00 £10.00 £212.00
£205.00 £13.10 £150.00 £368.10
£126.00 £22.00 £570.00 £718.00
£2,882.00 -£5.00 £669.03 £3,546.03
£10,606.00 £304.00 £5,428.22 £250.00 £16,588.22
Income for period ending 31/3/26 (excluding Fabric) = £16,338.22
Budgetted income requirement per week = £1,370.38
Budgetted income requirement to 31/3/26 = £17,814.94

GIFT AID

Are you a Taxpayer?

If so your offerings and any other donations you make to the Old Parish
could
have 25p per pound added to them.

For further information please contact. Irene Kay

Do you shop online?

Did you know by registering with
raise funds for Rutherglen Old!

It's easy to register will cost you nothing and you can help raise funds
when you shop at more than 3,300 retailers by just going through the
website.

Pick up a leaflet in church or ask Irene Kay for more details.

you could help

Raise funds for ;

Rutherglen 0o\d Parish Churc

every time_you
shop online

-« oasylundraisng o9 &

fine £106
srop with oV g MBS
" Lewis SN
amazoncouk john
g Booking com W -
m viking

SCREWA /X U5




INTERIM
MODERATOR: Paul Cathcart, Deacon Mob: 07564878679
John.Cathcart@churchofscotland.org.uk

LOCUM: Katie Morrison Mob: 07852373840
3b / 16 Stockiemuir Avenue, Bearsden, G61 3JL Tel: 942 3024
SESSION CLERK: Dr Janet MacDonald sessionclerk@rutherglenoldparish.org

1143 Cathcart Road, Mount Florida, Glasgow, G42 9HF  Tel: 649 8079

ROLL KEEPER: Hugh Millar hughmillar4d9@googlemail.com
38 Melrose Court, Rutherglen, G73 3DB Mob: 07783489105
CLERK TO THE Alison G Bennet alisongbennet3@gmail.com
CONGREGATIONAL BOARD 3 Drumsargard Road, Rutherglen, G73 5AJ Tel: 647 4415
Alison G Bennet alisongbennet3@gmail.com
HALL CONVENER 3 Drumsargard Road, Rutherglen, G73 5AJ Tel: 647 4415
TREASURER: Irene Kay irenekayl@sky.com
15 Ettrick Crescent, Rutherglen, G73 3LG Tel: 07783408562
GIFT AID ANDW.F.O0. Irene Kay irenekay1@sky.com
15 Ettrick Crescent, Rutherglen, G73 3LG Tel: 07783408562
CONVENER:
ORGANIST: Gordon | Callaghan
18 Reid Grove, Motherwell, ML1 2DQ Tel: 01698 277002
CHILD PROTECTION  Alison G Bennet alisongbennet3(@gmail.com
CO-ORDINATOR;: 3 Drumsargard Road, Rutherglen, G73 5AJ Tel: 647 4415
NEWSLETTER Karen Morris caldwellkaren@yahoo.co.uk
EDITOR: 6 Highburgh Drive, Rutherglen, G73 3RZ Tel: 07894719953

PLEASE NOTE: Anyone wishing to consult the Locum may do so after the Morning Service any Sunday.

Website: https://rutherglenoldparish.org/

Our services are streamed live every week. Follow the link on our website
Yu® www.rutherglenoldparishcurch.org or subscribe to our YouTube channel search Rutherglen Old Parish and
subscribe.

Follow us on Facebook, search ‘Rutherglen Old Parish Church’ to make sure you don’t miss out on events
taking place including our monthly coffee mornings.
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Intimation of change of address should be given to the Roll Keeper as soon as possible.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

To enable the Congregational Roll to be kept up to date would members who have recently, or
are about to <change their address please either email the roll keeper
(hughmillar49@googlemail.com) or complete the form below and forward it to Hugh Millar.

RUTHERGLEN OLD PARISH CHURCH

is moving from AdAress

Postcode o,

Tl NO. e,

to AdAreSS

PoStCOde o

Tl NO.

Please forward the completed form to
Hugh Millar

38 Melrose Court

Rutherglen

G733DB



